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III.— ON PAROXYTONE ACCENT IN TRIBRACH AND 
DACTYLIC ENDINGS. 

Dr. B. I. Wheeler's most suggestive dissertation, ' Der Nominal- 
accent' (Strassburg, 1885), has been already discussed in part in 
this Journal. 

Only casual mention, however, has thus far been made of some 
forty pages, covering about one-third of the whole dissertation. 

As "Rule IV" 1 Wheeler maintains that words with dactylic 
ending, which were originally oxytone, change into paroxytones 
as a compromise between the original (I. E.) oxytonesis and the 
special Greek accent. The proof adduced in support of this law 
offers an explanation for much hitherto unexplained, and demands 
a respectful investigation on account of the approval with which 
it has been received. Brugmann, for example, in his Vergl. Gram. 
(I, pp. 545, 546) uses this 'dactylic law' as a well established 
principle. 

A critical examination, however, of all the material for the com- 
pounds affected, and of words in kos, Xoy, p.os, vos, pos, tos, throws a 
strong burden of proof upon the rest of the material, already 
doubtful, which has been brought forward to prove this 'law.' 

The objections to the explanation of paroxytonesis as given by 
Wheeler, may be summarized briefly in advance : 

I. The categories of words where the supposed law would be 
free to act (that is, free from considerations such as may have 
affected compounds) are few in number (as kos, Xor, pos, vos, pos, tos 
and the ordinals), and some of the examples claimed as ' simplicia ' 
are really compounds. In examining this body of material we 
find that so far from oxytones becoming paroxytones with any 
regularity, in reality but few do so. 

II. Some examples claimed in proof of the dactylic rule may 
be explained as diminutives. Of words in -10-, some are of 
oxytone pedigree and some are not, and in general diminutives 
have so great an affinity for paroxytonesis, or for accenting the 

1 Regel IV, Dactylisch ausgehende Oxytona werden zu Paroxytona. 
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first syllable of the suffix, that even the trochaic ending -Io-kos is 
regularly paroxytone. 

III. The tribrach oxytones behave, under the same circum- 
stances, precisely like the dactylic oxytones. 

IV. In compounds, where the phenomenon in question chiefly 
occurs, the accent is regularly oxytone if the word is trochaic and 
active ; paroxytone if pyrrhic {whether tribrach or dactylic) and 
active ; if the word is passive (whether dactylic, tribrach or tro- 
chaic) the accent is regularly recessive. 

V. In anastrophe, tribrach combinations, as intimated above, 
are treated just as are dactylic combinations. 

VI. The argument from the relative antiquity of words is diffi- 
cult in application. Dr. Wheeler is not rigid in his differentia- 
tion, using words from Homer and Euripides, or even much later, 
without distinction. That the earlier language was ' bekanntlich ' 
fuller of dactylic than of tribrach endings may be questioned. 
Certainly a superficial verdict would be against it, e. g. forms like 
Xao-(p6pos, \ao-80Kos, would be as easily managed in the gen. and 
dat., etc. (\ao(f>6pov) as Xeaxpopos (\ea><t>6fiov, i.e.-*- 1 -), to say nothing 
of the fact that Aao+ etc. is the Ionic form. 

VII. If the above objections be established the whole burden 
will be thrown upon certain miscellaneous words, some like nap- 
depos of obscure derivation, upon certain adverbs, and upon the 
partic. in -phos. 

From all this it would appear that the Greeks modified the 
"recessive" accent in the following way: The accent in com- 
pounds was drawn back provided that it still remained on the 
last member in active compounds, and provided that the accent 
did not fall on a long syllable immediately before a short one, 1 
e. g. as in trochaic endings or in words like Bqwyopos. Dr. Wheeler 
himself, in concluding his remarks on this part of his subject, 
seems to feel this succession of long and short as the most clearly 
pertinent ; he says (p. 104) that the only phonetic explanation 
which he can give of his law is "die Neigung der Sprache, dem 
Hochton eine lange Silbe immer vorauszuschicken," and he 
alludes (p. 61) to Prof. Brugmann's explanation of paroxytonesis 

1 In connection with this, it would seem, is to be explained the chief excep- 
tion to the " Three Morae Law," i. e. the ignoring of the long penult in words 
like &f0pa>7roc. An evident disinclination to paroxytonesis of trochaic endings 
is also clear in lyaye (eyu) (cf. s/toiys from s/ioi, but ipovyt and i/ieye — only 
"neuere Grammatiker . . . schreiben 1/teye," Runner, Gr. I, §180). 
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"als bloss an die Kiirze der vorletzten Silbe sich ankniipfend." 
It is worth while, in this connection, to note that Bopp does not 
say (see Wheeler, p. 60) 'dass das Griechische eine besondere 
Neigung zeigt, Worter von pyrrhischen Ausgang zu paroxyto- 
nieren," but (see Vergl. Ace. p. 280) "Man vergleiche den Ein- 
fluss den eine lange Penultima auf Herabdriickung des Accents 
hat in Compositen wie Kwriyos, peXonotos, im Gegensatze zu solchen 

Wie 7ro\v<payos, dtKoypd<pos. 

Precisely here it would seem that the question is obscured, and 
the following investigation was undertaken to establish by reason- 
ably exact statistics the actual facts. From them it appears, as 
above implied : 

1. That trochaic oxy tones either remain oxytone or become 
proparoxytone. 

2. That in general, tribrachs and dactylics fare alike even in 
anastrophe. 

3. That in active compounds, pyrrhics (whether dactylic or 
tribrach) are paroxytone because the tendency to 'recession' was 
arrested midway by the desire to accent the last member. 

Dactylic oxy tones do not become paroxytone. 

The most prominent categories of uncompounded words which 
were originally oxytone, are those in kos, Xoy, p6s, v6s, p6s, 16s and 
the ordinals. 

Those in Xor and pos will be first considered, as Wheeler lays 
great stress upon some paroxytones ending with this suffix. 

Substantives in Xos. 

dpKTvXoS. KOpSuXoS. 

KpcofivXos (often KpafivXos). (ppvyiXos (N. B. ^Ow). 

VavTtXoS. TTOpTTiXoS. 

OTTTtXos. op^iXoj (also op^iXos). 

rpoxiXor (N. B. "O'w). (o-<povSv\os) Usually crcpovSvXos. 

fpwTv\os. KTjpiXos (not cited by Wheeler). 

These words are probably all diminutive in character. There is 
one other word strangely enough cited here, i. e. cu-m>'Xos ; this 
is to be classed among the regular active compounds. 

This, then, is the paroxytone material for substantives in -Xor. 
But, on the other hand, there are two dactylics which remain 
oxytone, i. e. pve\6s and 6p.(pa\6s (also the adj. substantive eeo-o-aXds), 
and a number of dactylics which are proparoxytone, i. e. 8aKTv\oc, 
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ttvcXos, SyKaXos, aWaXos, kov8vXos (probably <r<p6vdvXos) , KOviaaXos, Traa- 

craXos, vdv8aXov, &di<xvXos and other words more or less rare, some 
19 in all. The paroxytone accent maybe referred to the diminu- 
tive idea, and in support of this may be cited 'die Kosennamen' 
(Brugmann, Vergl. Gram. II, p. 191), epaaiXos, SwtXos, 'Owjo-iXor, 
Ta£tXos, 'Ayt/Xos, 'HyuXoy (also XpepvXos, written XpepvXos in L. and S.). 

Adjectives in Xos. 

ttoikIXos ( V "" ,K = ? inclined to be) mottled. 

SpylXos, inclined to anger. 

kcotIXos, inclined to talk. 

ayKvXos, curved. 

alixvXos, glozing. 

•yoyyuXor, round = (arpoyyiXos, not cited by Wheeler). 

SpifiiXos, piercing (8pip.Cs). 

r)8iXos, dim. r)8vs. 

KapiriXos, bent. 

piKKvXos (/xtKpds). 

a-TcopiXos, mouthy. 

(oyxuXos, swollen, not cited by Wheeler.) 

The form *w*xvX6s, of which the adv. b-o^dXSs occurs, is not 
mentioned by Wheeler, although an incidental support to his 
theory. 

For the word *al8CXos, given neither in Pape nor L. and S., 
Chandler quotes two authorities which accent it atdvXos, one only 
as paroxytone. All of these words in -vXos and -iXos may be con- 
sidered as diminutive in character. There remains one word in 
-oXos, i. e. <u-dXos. As the substantive al-noXos this also is probably 
a compound ( V at} = very and foX ; cf. volvo). 

As among the substantives so among the adjectives, a number 
of dactylic proparoxytones in aXos, eXos, etc., occur, e. g. aWaXos, 

t£aXos. 

Substantives in pos. 

No paroxytones, many proparoxytone dactylics, and one oxy- 
tone dactylic, irevSepns. (The dactylic nepto-Tfpos, censured by Lucian, 
Soloec. 7, it would not be fair to cite.) 

Adjectives in pos. 

In this large oxytone category no (clear) changes to paroxy- 
tone occur, and we find the following dactylic oxytones : &Xpvp6s, 

apurrepos (ref. to by Wheeler, pp. 66 and II2), Kaprepos (^Xtapdy), 

ii-Tepds (mentioned by Wheeler). Attic ol&pos (for H. oi£vpas). 
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Substantives in kos. 

There is no paroxytone material unless the comparatively late 1 
diminutives in iVxoy be included. These are all paroxytone, but 
with trochaic endings, to which combination the language shows 
elsewhere a constant repugnance. Does this not indicate that the 
language sought to accent the first syllable of the diminutive 
suffix, even to the ignoring of quantity ? (See below.) 

One dactylic oxytone occurs, cpap/mKos ; also two proparoxytone 
dactylics, 6i\a<os and yjfirraKos (tyiTTaKos in L. and S.), but no 
paroxytone. 

Adjectives in kos. 

Out of 443 adjectives composing this large category, 305 are 
dactylic oxytones, the remainder tribrach. There are no paroxy- 
tones except the pronominal adjectives titj-XI-kos, tij-\1-kos, fj-\i-Kos, 
and ojnj-Xi-Kos. These with the adverbs t^vIko, etc., would find an 
easy solution under Wheeler's law. Brugmann, II, p. 250, com- 
pares irrjKUos, Trjklnos to qualis and talis. Perhaps if it were pos- 
sible to resolve them into their original elements the explanation 
of the accent might be clear. 

Substantives in pos. 

There is no paroxytone material, but amongst many recessives 
occur two dactylic oxytones, ov\ap.6s and xvp"^ (both in use in 
the Iliad). 

Adjectives in p.os. 

No paroxytone material ; two dactylic oxytones occur, p.rfiap.os 
and ov8a/ios (Hdt.). 

In connection with eP8op.os it is convenient here to refer to the 
other ordinals, as 3y6w and reVparoj. Especial emphasis is to be 
laid upon this category, which in no instance availed itself of the 
supposed law in changing from the original oxytonesis (cf. (Ikoo-tos, 
etc., and see Whitney, Sans. Gr. §487). 

rjdvp-os and others become proparoxytone. 

Substantives in vos. 

Wheeler explains the two puzzling words napBevos and Kap<ivos 
by his law. When the derivation of napBlvos is more clearly 
made out (see Curtius) the accent may perhaps explain itself. 
With napKvos Curtius compares i^ivos and IktIvos. The suffix he 
says occurs frequently in names of animals ; cf. also the list given 
by Brugmann. If mpxivos is a mutilated reduplication for *Kap K d- 

•Not in Homer; see Brugmann, Vergl. Gram. II, p. 259. 
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pwoy (see Brugmann, V. G. II, p. 90, who suggests *kvkv\os for 
kvkXos}, perhaps the accent may have been thus obscured. 

Along with a number of recessives occurs one dactylic oxytone, 

ovpavos. 

Adjectives in vos. 

No paroxytone material. Among the oxy tones (denoting ' in 
time of,' ' full of,' etc.) occur the dactylics SaXtvoV, eXatvos- (L. and 
S. recessive), cmapwos and dp<pav6?. 

Substantives in tos-. 

No paroxytone material. Dactylic oxytones are : aeros (oUtos), 

veros, <rvp<per6s. 

Adjectives in tos. 

No paroxytones. Dactylic oxytones are : alperos, alveros, &jxa£vr6s 

(cp.), efmeros (f/MrfToe), eupcTo'r, apueros (late). 

Substantives in tor. 

In considering this suffix it must be remembered that only in 
some instances does it represent an original oxytone suffix. The 
material, though striking, will not offer much support to the 'dac- 
tylic law.' 

"With the exception of the proper names, all paroxytones are 
of dactylic ending" (see Wheeler, p. 95). These nouns are four: 
a-Kopwios, Kwj3tor and mfupios, yojx<p'ios. Of these *K.a$ios was generally 
oxytone (see Chandler, §246) and so only in L. and S.; vvpcplos is prob- 
ably of a diminutive character (in the extended sense), cf. to-roy and 
to-Ti'ov ; the same might be said of *yop.<pios, unless it be considered 
as an adjective (cf. npoo-dios and omVfa, sc. 68oi>s) ; cf. Brugmann, 
p. 121. Moreover, the weight of authority is in favor of the 
proparoxytone accent; see Gottling, p. 172, and Chandler, §246, 
and, finally, the Skt. gambhyas points to original proparoxytone 
accent. 

Dactylic oxytones in toy are axf\^ioy, ipadios (padios), xapaSptor. 

Other dactyls retract the accent, as ijXtoy, Katrpios, Kvpios. Trisyl- 
labic proper names, if tribrachs, are paroxytone, e. g. BoXior, 
AoXi'or, 'oSt'oy, S^fSiW, Tvxi'or, Xpopios, etc. (see Chandler, §247). Of 
these BaXt'or is from the oxytone adj. /3aAto'r. Of two exceptions 
to recession of the accent in polysyllabic proper names, 'Ao-icXiprids 
is dactylic, the other is 'iWvpUs. 

Adjectives in 109. 

As a rule these retract their accent, but there are two which, if 
original oxytones, would find their explanation in the dactylic law, 
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i. e. juUptoj, ir\r)oios. avrios (ivavrios) may be compared with the 
noun to d/jKfilov (not noticed by Wheeler), and with the adj. irpmos. 
If these three are made with the suffix -or directly from ami, apcpl 
and npcol (or npSn) respectively, they would belong elsewhere ; the 
paroxytone accent might be involved in the uniform oxytonesis 
of the prepositions <W and apcpi, which, as trochees (see Wheeler, 
p. 100), do not permit anastrophe. 

Diminutives in toy, etc. 

But few words among these can be claimed as original oxy- 
tones. They are treated of, however, in this connection both 
because they are used in support of the 'dactylic law,' and 
because the whole subject of diminutives has a bearing upon the 
paroxytones in v\os, etc. 

The term 'diminutive' is unsatisfactory. In addition to the 
three meanings of 'something small,' 'pretty,' or 'contemptible' 
(see Kiihner), the term is here used as including the idea of ' per- 
taining to,' ' made of,' or ' connected with.' Such words as io-n'oi/ 
(sail), xpvo-ioj/ (gold coin or plate), ireblov (plain, Fussboden), seem 
clearly to belong to the same category, whatever it be called, as 
a-rprjKwv (a cell in a wasp's nest), cited by Wheeler as a dactylic 
dim., or Ktjplov (honeycomb), and they all must be regarded as 
bearing a similar relation to a real dim. like ncuSiov, as o-oiijKio-Kos' (a 
piece of wood shaped like a wasp's tail, sometimes meaning large 
timbers) bears to koSIo-kos (a ballot-box). 

Chandler recognizes this difficulty, he says (p. 106): "Orjplov 
may be applied either to an elephant or to a bee ; xp v<t ' iov mav 
mean a little bit of gold or merely a gold piece without any 
implication of smallness." 

The rule is laid down that trisyllabic dim. of dactylic measure 
are paroxytone. As a matter of fact Chandler (p. 104) cites 29 
tribrach diminutives with more or less authority for paroxytone 
accent, and in addition we find wfblov (^^^) always, o-iuxpLov 
commonly, and fiifikiov and reKviov have mute and liquid in the 
antepenult. 

It seems probable that the language strove to accent the first 
syllable of the diminutive suffix. The only prominent excep- 
tions to this would be some few trisyllables in iov and polysylla- 
bles in -iov and -hwv. These, however, offer no help to the 
' dactylic law,' as tribrachs and dactyls fare alike. 

e.g. -*■ w w avdpwmov, 6pvi6iov, ekabiov, Kpeadtov, ys(pvpiov, yakaKTiov, 
K01810V. 
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C<~/\j doTrtStov, \ap.na8iov, mvaiuov, SeXqbaiaov, Kopaiaov, irrjya.bi.ov, &pp&- 
tioc, etc. 

To explain this recessive accent it may be urged that the diminu- 
tives in ibiov were so numerous ' that they might easily have 
affected words ending with the same sound, e. g. dam8-iov, while 
many neuter adjectives in 101/ were used as diminutives retaining 
the recessive accent of the adjective. 2 

The other suffixes in iov (those in Io-kos, l\os and i\os are treated 
of elsewhere) are polysyllabic, so that the accent cannot get off 
of the suffix. They are so numerous (nearly 30 extensions of 
iov) that they, with iSiov at the head of the list (see above), may 
well have influenced the others in iov and Biov. 

The strongest argument for believing that the language had a 
tendency to accent the first syllable of the diminutive suffix is to 
be found in the paroxytone accent of trochaics in 1<tkos. This goes 
directly against the usage of the Greek language elsewhere, which, 
for example, changes, in composition with -ye, the accent of iyi, 
to eycoye, apparently to avoid this objectionable accent. See also 
the great mass of trochaic polysyllables, compound (passive) and 
simple. 

Finally, it may be noticed that among these numerous suffixes 
many are dactylic, e. g. 70W, vWiov, aWiov, tWiov, vbpiov and x>x vlov 
and Ixvtov (if tskvIov and ^Xt'oK count as dactylic paroxytones). 

In connection with neuters in -iov may be considered such words 
as fiaXaiuav (' darling,' from oxytone /iaXaxdj), SeiXanptav (' coward ' 
or 'poor fellow,' adj. SetKaKpos), 'Arnictav ('little Athenian,' adj. 
'Attikos). These may serve as collateral evidence in favor of 
accenting the first rather than the last syllable of the suffix. 

Compounds. 

The following statistics are offered to show that there is no 
necessary connection between the paroxytone accent and the 
dactylic ending. No categories of words have been intentionally 
omitted except those in which no active compounds were noticed. 
56 categories are given, of which 24 categories are necessarily 

dactylic, 1. e. -rjyopos, -hpojios, -kKottos, -ktovos, -ttXokos, -(a-)o-oos 

1 From a list made by Mr. F. R. Fraser it appears that out of 452 diminu- 
tives in Aristophanes and other Comic poets, the Tragedians and Plato, 212 
have the simple termination iov, 106 i&iov or aSiov and 50 dpiov or iipiov. 

2 Cf. Brugmann (Vergl. Gram. II, p. 121). In nachhomerischen Zeit nahmen 
solche Neutra vielfach verkleinernde Bedeutung an, wie bpvidwv, eraipuhov 
'kleine Freundin,' aaviSiov 'kleiner Schild,' etc. 
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(<ra<a), -(oy<roor (aeia>), -o-kottos, -aroKog, -o-Tpo<pos, -otovos, -rpcxpog, 
-rpowos, -<p6opos, -<j>6ovos, -y\v<pos, -ypa(pos, -f-oos, -irpoitos, -o-icatpos, 

-(fi)pO<f>OS, -KTV7T0S, -(p)pa(pOS. 

The other categories which may or may not have a long ante- 
penult are: -sroAoy, -j3opoy, -paxos, -popos, -ropos, -kojtos, -povos, -{ioKos, 
-yovos, -Xo^or, -ttokos, -tvttos, -Kopos, -vopos, -tokos, -Bokos, -Sopos, -Kopos, 
-Xoyos, -ttovos, -iropos, -(popos, -(povos, -tovos, -(frayos, -X"or, -ropos, -<f>ofios, 

-Ko\oS, -60OS, -KOOS, 

The total number of active compounds was 516. Of these 232 
were dactylic ; 284 were tribrach. 

If the necessary dactylics in the first 24 classes were excluded 
(i. e. 138) there would remain : dactylic, 94; tribrach, 284. 

In this case there would be more than three times the number 
of tribrachs, but in any case there are many more tribrachs than 
dactyls. It is, therefore, hard to believe that the dactylics could 
have forced the accent of the more numerous tribrachs. We, 
therefore, are thrown back upon the old statement : " In active 
compounds the accent is regularly oxytone if the end of the word 
is trochaic ; paroxytone if pyrrhic (whether tribrach or dactylic) ; 
if the word is passive (with the compounds of a-, the prepositions, 
ti-, 8vs, etc.) the accent is recessive whether trochaic, dactylic or 
tribrach." In other words, tribrach and dactylic endings fare 
exactly alike. In trochaic endings the tendency to recession, 
usual in compounds, was entirely stifled by the negative dislike of 
the combination ■*•<-', or possibly by the tendency, above cited, 
'dem Hochton eine lange Silbe immer vorauszuschicken.' When 
the last member was a dissyllable with a short penult the accent 
receded as far as it could without leaving the last member ; in the 
case of the trisyllabic -tjyopos the accent avoided the antepenult 
just as it avoided the penult in trochaics. 

In the above statistics some compounds, possibly some catego- 
ries, may have been omitted, but it is unlikely that any appre- 
ciable change from the above proportion would be found to 
exist. 

Anastrophe of Prepositions. 

As the second member of some compounds necessarily gives a 
dactylic ending, so do a number of combinations of prepositions 
in anastrophe. But the number of possible tribrach combinations 
is greater than might be supposed, e. g. vtjvo-Xv em, vrjas em, x^po-''" 
vtto. In six books of the Iliad, i. e. Bks. VII-XII, selected at 
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random, all the instances of anastrophe were examined. There 
are in all 41 examples (leaving out the doubtful verse 531, Bk. X, 
and the example with elision, v. 264, Bk. XII, viz. fiaKXov &n) ; of 
these 20 are dactylic, 21 tribrach (or 22 tribrach if the doubtful 
verse, 531, were included). It might also be urged that several 
of the dactylics really shorten the first syllable before the vowel, 
e. g. VIII 279, ro£ov ano, and could not have been felt as dactylic 
combinations. Apparently dactylic and tribrach combinations 
fare alike. If Wheeler's account (p. 100) of the trochaic pre- 
positions and his dismissal of dvd and did be correct, it is an 
interesting coincidence, but it would only tend to strengthen what 
is claimed above, that the Greeks objected to paroxytone tro- 
chaic, but not to paroxytone pyrrhic endings when, for any reason, 
the recession of the accent was checked half-way and the accent 
fell upon the penult. 

Miscellaneous forms. 

No attempt will be made here to examine in detail the accent of 
the ptc. in -p.ims and the paroxytone adverbs adduced by Wheeler 
in applying his law: It is probable that a more certain explana- 
tion of the genesis of the perf. pass. ptc. would throw light upon 
its peculiar accent. 

In regard to the adverbs in axis it may be argued that forms 

like hauls (also eVa/cif), all those from ^kukis up to etKotraKis, 

SiaKoo-idias, x'^'okt, pvptdKis, in addition to those mentioned by 
Wheeler, may have had equal weight with the dactylic. One other 
category may be adduced for comparison : if those in -a8is were 
originally oxytone the law might have been expected to apply 
here. Of 9 examples quoted by Chandler (most of them late 
Greek) 7 are paroxytone ; of these 5 are tribrachs, including the 
Homeric xapdSts ; two only of these paroxy tones are dactylic, i. e. 
io-xddis and o/cXdSir (not in L. and S. and Pape). The only two 
which are not paroxytone are dactylic, i. e, wp.a8is and oiKadis. 

In conclusion it may be claimed that each category of paroxy- 
tone words should be examined separately before deciding that 
all tribrach paroxytones were so accented by analogy with the 
dactylic. When in addition to words in reos (e. g. nWoj) and the 

Homeric words like dprrdXios, d£d\eos, 6ap(Takios, ap,epba\ios, all the 

paroxytone material is taken together, it will be seen that there 
is no inconsiderable number of tribrach forms. 

F. G. Allinson. 



